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Arkansas Northeastern College 

April Baker 

April Baker is an outgoing student working toward her Associate of Science in Business Degree 

at Arkansas Northeastern College.  April’s future plans include earning a master’s in 

Accounting.  After a year of rigorous coursework, she has maintained a 4.0 cumulative GPA. 

She has done this while being active in the ACE Club where she serves as an officer and while 

working as a tutor in the math lab. Instructors find April to be hard-working, polite, friendly, and 

very dependable. 

 

Arkansas State University Beebe 

Bao Van 

Bao Van serves as President of ASU Beebe’s Student Advisory Board, has a 4.0 GPA, is a 

member of the Leadership Council, Gamma Beta Phi, and volunteers as a firefighter in his 

hometown of Lonoke.  Bao credits his success in community college to the TRiO program.  

TRiO has helped him navigate the educational process and overcome barriers that came with 

English being his second language.  He loves TRiO so much that he is now a peer math and 

science tutor for other students.  Bao plans to attend Arkansas State University to complete his 

bachelor’s degree in Biology.  His goal is to become an Optometrist and practice in Arkansas. 

 

Arkansas State University Mid-South 

Tiffany Williams 

Tiffany Williams is currently pursing an Associate of Applied Science in Allied Health at ASU 

Mid-South.  An excellent and prepared student, as evidenced by her GPA, she has the attitude 

and compassion for the healthcare profession.  She currently juggles work as a Cardiac 

Arrhythmia Technician along with a demanding schedule, leaving little time for extracurricular 

activities.  She is always professional in her conduct and exhibits her leadership ability by 

helping other students become familiar with the demands of this profession.  Her goal upon 

completion of her associate degree is to become a Registered Nurse through transfer to Arkansas 

State University. 

 

Arkansas State University Mountain Home 

Bruce Chandler 

"Going beyond what is required," is the way many faculty members talk about ASU Mountain 

Home's Academic All-Star, Bruce Chandler. Bruce is an insightful thinker and has achieved 

numerous awards at ASUMH, including a designation as the World History Academic Achiever. 

At Calico Rock High School, Bruce was active in Beta Club, FBLA, basketball, and was twice  

class President. He has continued that active service on the ASUMH campus. In his community 

of Calico Rock, he serves through the Food Bank, coaching, and promoting the area through 

video and photography projects. Bruce hopes to continue his education at Arkansas Tech and 

become an engineer. 
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Arkansas State University Newport 

Megan Martin 

Megan Lynn Martin is a 28 year-old, US Army veteran majoring in General Studies- Pre-Allied 

Health at ASU-Newport.  She plans to graduate in December 2017. Megan is a member of the 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and plans to attend Arkansas State University to pursue a 

bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences with emphasis in Pre-Professional Studies. While in the 

Army, Megan was a Flight Paramedic. She has a passion for helping others and hopes to pursue 

a career in research or teaching after she obtains her bachelor's degree.  She is married to Tyler, 

also an Army veteran, and has a stepson named Tommy.  

 

Black River Technical College 

Christie Emery Duke 

Christie Emery Duke and her husband live on-site in a faith based rehabilitation center that 

houses men struggling with addictions. Her passion for wanting to help these men and 

understand what led them into addiction was her main reason for returning to college. Christie 

will graduate in December with an Associate of Science. After graduation, her credits will 

transfer to the Univeristy of Central Arkansas where she will study more in-depth about 

addiction while working on a Bachelor of Science in Addiction Studies. Her goal is to eventually 

to become a Clinical Psychologist.   

 

College of the Ouachitas 

Yessenia Gonzalez 

While at College of the Ouachitas, Yessenia Gonzalez has been an Honor's College student, Phi 

Theta Kappa member, and tutored in the College's TRiO program. She made the President's List 

for two semesters and the Dean's List for one semester.  Outside of the College, she is a religious 

teacher for 6th and 7th graders. She states that in all the opportunities that she has been given, she 

is able to impact others positively.  But not only is she able to influence others, she says that she 

has also been greatly influenced as well. Yessenia plans to major in Civil Engineering upon 

transferring from College of the Ouachitas. 

 

East Arkansas Community College 

Destiny Grady 

Destiny Grady is an exceptional, highly motivated, and dedicated student. She always gives her 

best effort and goes beyond what is expected. At East Arkansas Community College, she has 

served as an Ambassador, organized and led study groups for her Psychology class, tutored 

Algebra students, and participated in intramural activities and Phi Theta Kappa. She has 

consistently exhibited leadership through her encouraging words to teammates and a desire to get 

others involved in campus activities.  Destiny always has a positive attitude and truly loves 

EACC. After graduating, she plans to continue her education in the area of Psychology and 

obtain a Doctorate degree. 
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National Park College 

Lorena Fitzpatrick 

Lorena Fitzpatrick is pursuing a degree in Education. She said her dream of becoming a teacher 

was born out of the positive influence of her first grade teacher at a small town in Southern 

Mexico.  As a small child, she knew that there was a larger world with more opportunities, so 

she took a risk and migrated to the United States alone in 1988.  She is grateful for the 

opportunity to receive a quality education at a place like National Park College. Fitzpatrick 

stated, “I am living proof of the American dream. Success can be achieved if one works hard and 

never gives up”. 

 

North Arkansas College 

Mykal Elkins 

Mykal Elkins is well on her way to becoming a Nurse specializing in Neonatal Intensive Care.  

She is President of Phi Theta Kappa, President of the 2018 RN Student class and volunteers at 

many community events. Mykal has a 4.0 GPA and has been on the Dean’s List every semester.  

Her career path was set when her premature son spent three months in a neonatal intensive care 

unit.  Mykal’s nursing instructors hold her in the highest regard saying, “Mykal is not only an 

outstanding student, she is an outstanding person who is passionate and caring.” North Arkansas 

College is proud to recognize Mykal Elkins. 

 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Beatrice Becerra 

Beatrice Becerra plans to transfer to UA Fayetteville in Fall 2018 to pursue a Bachelor's of 

Science in Mechanical Engineering after completing her Associate of Science at NorthWest 

Arkansas Community College.  She then plans to earn a master's in Aerospace Engineering. 

Beatrice is involved in many activities, including Honors, the Eagle View Newspaper, Service 

Learning, Dean's list, Phi Theta Kappa, and Art Club.  She volunteers at Crystal Bridges 

Museum, Helping Hands, Make a Difference Youth Foundation, Tinkering Lead at Scott Family 

Amazeum, and is a tutor. 

 

Ozarka College 

Megan Moxley 

Megan Moxley is a gifted scholar and student leader who takes pride in being active in her 

church and community.  Megan has earned a 4.0 GPA and is expected to complete her Associate 

of Arts in General Education in May 2018.  Upon completion of her degree at Ozarka, Megan 

plans to attend the University of Central Arkansas in fall 2018 and double major in English and 

Spanish. Megan’s future goals include pursuing a master’s degree and teaching at a community 

college.  Megan is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and serves Ozarka College as an exceptional 

Student Ambassador. 
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Phillips Community College of the UA 

Madison Mack 

Madison Mack says Phillips Community College of the UA has broadened her life experiences 

through learning to listen and become more open to other people’s thoughts and views. Boasting 

a 4.0 GPA, Madison is on track to graduate in spring 2018, with both an Associate of Applied 

Science in Criminal Justice and an Associate of Arts in General Education in just four semesters. 

Her focus and drive are what set her apart from other students. Madison plans to graduate from 

PCCUA and transfer to the University of Central Arkansas, where she will pursue degrees that 

will prepare her for a career with the FBI as a behavioral analyst or profiler. 

 

South Arkansas Community College 

Dioseline Guzman-Mancera 

Dioseline Guzman-Mancera plans to obtain a bachelor’s degree in Accounting and get her CPA 

license.  She would like to get an internship soon to get her “feet wet” in the field.  She has an 

Associate of Arts (Cum Laude) and graduated with Honors from South Arkansas Community 

College this past spring.  She plans to take the remaining few classes at SouthArk before 

transfering to Southern Arkansas Univeristy.  Dioseline received the Outstanding Academiy 

Student Award in Accounting and College Algebra and is a member of Phi Theta Kappa, Phi 

Beta Lambda, and National Society of Leaderhip and Success.  She is very active in her church 

and translates to Spanish speakers in the community who do not speak English. 

 

Southeast Arkansas College 

Jason Givens 

Jason Givens began his college career in Spring 2015. He readily admits his apprehension 

starting college. He is the ninth of eleven siblings, the fifth to complete high school and the first 

to attend college. While maintaining a 4.0 GPA, Jason serves as a Southeast Arkansas College 

Student Ambassador, member of Phi Theta Kappa, and as a mentor to many students on campus. 

In addition, he has excelled with the assistance from Career Pathways and TRiO Services.  

Jason’s long-term goal is to complete a double major in Biology and Psychology and then pursue 

his master’s degree so he can teach at the collegiate level. 

 

Southern Arkansas University Tech 

Stevie Price 

Stevie Price has been an extremely valuable student at SAU Tech during her attendance.  She 

became involved in SAU Tech's Student Leadership team and was the President during the 2016-

2017 year in which she accrued many volunteer hours.  Stevie attended the Golden Triangle 

event and a Legislative Conference in Little Rock.  She also plans to attend UA Fayetteville after 

graduating.  She then wants to complete law school and eventually become a Senator.  Stevie 

feels that attending the Legislative Conference and meeting State Representatives confirmed her 

future desires to serve in the political arena. 
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UA Community College at Batesville 

Randa Garlin 

Randa Garlin has never let the personal challenges that have crossed her path stop her from 

pursuing her educational goals. As a working mother of four, Randa is currently pursuing an 

associate STEM degree from UA Community College at Batesville. She graduated with honors 

from UACCB in May 2017 with an associate degree in Elementary Education. Randa said she 

plans to pursue a career as a science teacher. She said that receiving the honor of being selected 

as the Academic All-Star was proof that her hard work has paid off. 

 

UA Community College at Morrilton 

Loretta Carr 

Loretta Carr resisted the idea of going to college for a long time.  She believed there was no 

point in trying because there was no possibility for success.  When her husband decided to attend 

UA Community College at Morrilton, he encouraged her to do the same.  Not only did she test 

high enough to earn a scholarship, but for the first time she saw herself as a college student.  

While attending college to become the teacher she has always wanted to be, she has learned that 

“my dreams don’t have to stay dreams; they can be my reality.” 

 

University of Arkansas - Cossatot 

Eduardo Medina 

Eduardo Medina is a shining example of a leader and student. He excels both within academics 

and community involvement. Eduardo is a member of Student Ambassadors, Student Diversity, 

Phi Theta Kappa, and Collegiate FFA. He volunteers frequently in various community activities 

and maintains a part-time job at the local animal clinic. Eduardo plans to graduate in December 

2017, transfer to Arkansas Tech University to complete an Animal Science degree, and 

ultimately become an Animal Scientist with a goal of studying livestock and enhancing animal 

production within the local area. 

 

University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana 

Xavier McDonald 

Xavier McDonald was selected for the Quality Care Pediatrics Scholarship and the Chancellor’s 

Honor Roll. He is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and the Fine Arts Club. Xavier also participated 

in the UA Hope-Texarkaka “Support the Troops” fundraiser. His plans include transferring to 

UA Fayetteville to major in Biology. Upon graduating from UA, he plans to attend the 

University of Houston College of Optometry. After becoming an Optometrist, Xavier plans to 

open his own optometry office, donate back to his hometown, and travel to third world countries 

to provide free eye-care. 
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University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College 

Loc Huynh 

Loc Huynh participates in Phi Theta Kappa and Sigma Kappa Delta as an active member, works 

in the Division of Mathematics/Natural & Social Sciences, volunteers with Habitat for Humanity 

and the Museum of Discovery, all while maintaining a 4.0 GPA and pursuing an Associate of 

Science in Technology and Engineering.  After completing his degree at UA-Pulaski Technical 

College, he plans to transfer to UA Fayetteville where he will complete a Bachelor of Science in 

Chemical Engineering.  Loc is an outstanding student and a very enthusiastic individual who 

plans to fuse his degree and passion for soccer to design shoes for Niké or New Balance. 

 

University of Arkansas Rich Mountain 

Danni Smyth 

Instructors describe Danni Smyth as a hard worker, natural leader, studious, and dedicated. In 

addition to her responsibilities as a single mom and working part time, Danni maintains a 4.0 

GPA and is a member of the Beta Eta Upsilon chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. Her career goal is to 

earn a master’s in Psychology and become a Licensed Professional Counselor. She stated, “I 

have learned that by striving to reach my personal, educational, and professional goals, other 

outcomes emerge. My personal development is due to the positive influences that I have received 

from my advisors, teachers, family, and fellow students.” 

 

 


