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Arkansas Northeastern College 

Rick Sones 

HVAC Instructor 

Through his efforts, Rick Sones has more than doubled the enrollment in Arkansas Northeastern 

College’s HVAC program. Rick fosters collaborative relationships with employers, which has 

led to significant donations to ANC, as well maintaining adequate lab equipment for the hands-

on components of his program. He continually updates his curriculum to keep it relevant and 

incorporates computer based instruction to enhance students’ technological skills. Rick is always 

willing to take on additional classes and has been instrumental with workforce training initiatives 

in the area. 

 

Arkansas State University Beebe 

Teddy Davis 

Associate Professor of Political Science 

Teddy Davis, Associate Professor of Political Science, has taught at ASU Beebe for 35 years. 

She began her career as an instructor in Political Science and Geography.  Teddy received an 

associate degree from ASU Beebe in 1978, and then transferred to Arkansas State, where she 

received a bachelor’s degree in Social Science, a master’s in Political Science, and a specialist 

degree in Teaching. She enjoys advising Education majors, saying “If you are doing a job that 

you love, and if you feel like you are making a difference in the world, then you are a success.” 

 

Arkansas State University Mid-South 

Sammie Redd 

Mathmatics Faculty 

Departmental faculty know Sammie Redd as the “Mother of Mathematics" because of her 

methodical style of nurturing each student individually. Often, this makes her work even more 

demanding because she not only teaches, encourages, and guides her current students, but she 

does the same for her former students, and also for other students that come to the math lab 

seeking help.  Sammie has helped to establish and transform many initiatives on campus 

including improvements in the college's advising model. She is not only vital to the Math 

Department's success, she is vital to the success of ASU Mid-South. 

 

Arkansas State University Mountain Home 

Dr. Rebecca Baird 

Assistant Professor of English 

Dr. Rebecca Baird has been with ASU Mountain Home since its inception. She has participated 

in the transformation of the campus from four re-purposed buildings in downtown Mountain 

Home to the beautiful academic village that is now known as ASUMH.  In her time with the 

institution, Rebecca has served in various capacities, from Division Chair to Faculty Senate 

President to Director of the Fran Coulter Honors Program. She sees the ASUMH motto 

"Creating Opportunities, Changing Lives" as the reason for her calling. Those opportunities for 

her students to change their lives for the better are what inspire her. 
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Arkansas State University Newport 

Misty Stroud 

Assistant Professor of Chemistry/Physical Science (Former) 

As an Assistant Professor of Chemistry/Physical Science at ASU Newport, Misty Stroud proved 

her devotion to student success on a daily basis.  In addition to providing thoughtful instruction 

each day in the classroom, Misty believed her actions outside the classroom were equally 

invaluable.  Misty was a mentor to her students and encouraged them to participate in her 

research, including research on the contamination of water supplies.  Misty also fought for the 

betterment of the institution as a whole by instituting ASUN’s first campus-wide recycling 

program.  Although her time at ASUN was short, her list of contributions is long. 

 

Black River Technical College 

Sissy Gray 

Dean of Assessment and Accreditation 

Sissy Gray served Black River Technical College as a full-time faculty member for five years 

prior to being appointed Dean of Assessment and Accreditation this fall.  Sissy taught 

Psychology courses in a variety of delivery modalities, and she was awarded the PLC Students' 

Choice Award for Outstanding Faculty in 2013.  Sissy has served as BRTC’s Accreditation 

Liaison Officer (ALO) for two years.  During this time, faculty and staff have come to appreciate 

her attention to detail and her efforts to create a better understanding of accreditation 

requirements and processes. 

 

College of the Ouachitas 

Jessica Beard 

Associate Professor of Business 

Jessica Beard has served as Business Faculty at College of the Ouachitas for twenty-nine years 

and served as Chair for twenty-one years. She earned her Bachelor of Science in Education from 

Southern Arkansas University and her Master of Science in Education from Henderson State 

University. Getting to know her students, sharing her professional experiences and knowledge 

with them, and helping them succeed is what motivates and challenges her to be the best role 

model both inside and outside the classroom. In her own words, “I want my students to excel in 

the classroom and on the job so they can experience success both personally and professionally.” 

 

East Arkansas Community College 

Jo Patterson 

Math Faculty 

Jo Patterson has gained a reputation among East Arkansas Community College students as being 

a caring and devoted instructor, one who goes to great lengths to ensure students’ success. She 

promotes a desire for learning and encourages students to think independently. Jo has been 

dedicated to improving the math program and in doing so, she has helped hundreds of students 

become successful. She was instrumental in the redesign of developmental mathematics, and 

worked many hours to make it a success. Jo has a special gift of seeing the big picture and 

willingly shares her thoughts and ideas because she is committed to providing more 

opportunities for our students. 
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National Park College 

Rebekah Robinette 

Professor of Microbiology and Immunology 

Dr. Rebekah Robinette has been a professor in the Math & Science Department at National Park 

College since 2011.  She began her college education at NPC, later receiving a Doctor of 

Philosophy in Biomedical Science with a concentration in Microbiology and Immunology from 

the University of Florida.  Encouraged as a student and mentee, Rebekah has come full circle to 

become a teacher and mentor to others.  She is a Phi Theta Kappa advisor and serves on the 

board of the Oklahoma/Arkansas Region.  She stated, “No matter what your life circumstances, 

background, education,  you can overcome anything as long as you have assistance in the 

process.” 

 

North Arkansas College 

Jackson Murray 

Social Sciences Instructor 

Social Sciences instructor Jackson Murray leads a busy life.  While teaching four classes, he is 

also the Faculty Assessment Coordinator, a member of the LMS Evaluation team, AQIP Steering 

Team, Harrison Task Force on Race Relations and is organizing a short-term, faculty-led study 

abroad to Thailand.  Jackson’s interests reach around the world.  He collaborates with colleagues 

in Japan, Thailand, and India who share his fascination of Asian Media and Drama.  These 

interests combine to provide a diverse and enriching experience to benefit Northark students.  

 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Barbara Rademacher 

Professor of Mathematics 

Barbara Radenmacher has been a dedicated NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

mathematics faculty member since 2000. Her greatest impact is on the lives of her students, 

evidenced in this quote: “When I think back on the summer I spent with her for Intermediate and 

College Algebra I discovered that at 40 years old I could do this. Barb made herself available to 

tutor seven days a week and would spend several hours after class with anyone who asked for 

help. Barb is the most caring professor I've had since I've been a student and is a lighthouse in a 

storm for me and many others.” 

 

Ozarka College 

Tena Rosse 

English Instructor 

Tena Rosse is one of those faculty members who goes above and beyond expectations in 

working with students to ensure learning and success in her courses, as well as with co-workers. 

She gives of her own free time to help provide cultural experiences to students and staff as 

demonstrated by her recent leadership in a group learning experience to Costa Rica. Tena also 

provides leadership to faculty through her work on the faculty council and serving as ‘Chair’ of 

the council. 
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Phillips Community College of the UA 

Kayla Holland 

Office Technology Instructor 

Kayla Holland has a passion for teaching and encouraging students to strive to reach their goals. 

She has been an instructor in the Division of Business since 2001.  Kayla says, “I absolutely love 

my job and could not think of a more rewarding career. I am a helper by nature, so to help 

students learn new material and see them grasp new concepts is truly my calling.” Holland 

assists with graduation and says it’s her favorite time of year. She sees the progression that 

students have gone through to reach this wonderful milestone, and to be a part of that is very 

rewarding. 

 

 

South Arkansas Community College 

Genevieve White 

Practical Nursing Faculty Member 

Genevieve White goes above and beyond her required duties in the teaching of didactic and 

clinical courses within the Practical Nursing program. She has a team attitude and has served in a 

variety of capacities outside of nursing, including as the assessment coach for the Health and 

Natural Science division and as member and/or chair on several committees. She is very 

dedicated, reliable, and efficient, and she always maintains a positive attitude. She is highly 

respected on campus, in her community, and by our clinical facility partners and we are honored 

to have her as a valuable asset at SouthArk. 

 

Southeast Arkansas College 

Tina Pierce 

Radiological Instructor 

Tina Pierce demonstrates a passion and dedication not only for her program but for students in 

general. On a daily basis, she encourages and supports students both in and outside the 

classroom. Tina goes above and beyond in assisting students to achieve their educational, career, 

and life goals. Tina’s commitment is demonstrated not only at Southeast Arkansas College, but 

also the community in which she lives. She develops the type of relationship with her students 

that continues beyond graduation. Tina is a key component in the success of students, 

demonstrates commitment to her field of study, and is an asset to her students and peers. 

 

Southern Arkansas University Tech 

Phyllis Hutson 

Office Systems Technology Instructor 

Phyllis Hutson is an instructor for Office Systems Technology at SAU Tech. She is the core and 

strength of this fast growing program. Phyllis is often overlooked as a faculty member due to her 

low-key and quite mannerisms. But this is, in fact, her strength.  She is a kind, generous person, 

and her students love her.  She is always willing to do whatever is asked, and goes the extra mile 

to make sure her students are learning and getting the help they need.   
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UA Community College at Batesville 

Dr. Bill Wood 

History Instructor 

Dr. Bill Wood is described by his students and peers as passionate about his subject matter and 

dedicated both to the success of his students and to UA Community College at Batesville. He 

uses a variety of assessments and activities to promote critical thinking skills such as panel 

discussions, group skits, journals, map quizzes, and videos. He has led several study abroad trips 

that bring history to life for students. He has also served on several UACCB committees 

including serving as chair of the faculty affairs committee. 

 

UA Community College at Morrilton 

Cindy Miguez 

English Instructor 

Cindy Minguez has served as a devoted instructor, a caring academic advisor, and a dedicated 

member of numerous committees at UA Community College at Morrilton for 10 years.  She 

says, “Teaching is a difficult job, but it’s rewarding when students succeed and flourish. A 

student told me just yesterday that I had inspired him to become an English teacher. I’ve had 

others tell me that they’d have given up without my encouragement. Moments like these are 

what make our jobs as teachers important. We’re literally helping our students make better lives 

for themselves and their families.” 

 

University of Arkansas Cossatot 

Tabetha Nguyen 

English Faculty 

Tabetha Nguyen has been an English faculty member at UA Cossatot since 2004. She graduated 

from Henderson State University with a Bachelor of Arts in English and from National 

University with a Master of Arts in English. Tabetha is a member of NADE and a member of 

ArkADE whom she serves with as an executive board member. Locally, she volunteers her time 

as a board member for Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship of Howard County.  

 

University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana 

Mark Wilcox 

Emergency Medical Services Instructor 

Mark Wilcox has served the college since 2004 as an adjunct and full-time Emergency Medical 

Services Instructor. He also currently serves as the UA Hope-Texarkana Faculty Senate 

President and as Education Committee chairman for the Southwest Arkansas Regional Trauma 

Advisory Committee. His nomination letter stated, “Mark is someone who always helps with 

recruitment and convinces prospective students that UAHT is the best college around. Most of 

all, he is an incredibly talented instructor who can teach without a book, PowerPoint, or notes. 

He always captivates the audience, and the lessons are never forgotten.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2017 ACC Outstanding Faculty 
 

6 
 

University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College 

Dalana Nugent 

Math Faculty 

Dalana Nugent began working at UA Pulaski Technical College in 2014 and quickly gained a 

reputation for excellence in instruction and student interaction.  She teaches College Algebra 

primarily, but pitches in and teaches other courses as needed without hesitation.  Dalana’s 

students love all the different teaching methods she employs.  She is devoted to her students in 

and out of class, spending time with them to give them every opportunity to conquer the required 

skills and to reach their goals. 

 

University of Arkansas Rich Mountain 

Dr. Gaumani Gyanwali 

Physical Science Instructor 

Teaching for over 20 years, with the past three years as UA Rich Mountain’s Physical Science 

Instructor, has grown Dr. Gaumnani Gyanwali’s love of teaching and learning, which is evident 

in his high level of enthusiasm and energy. He stated, “In teaching the physical sciences, I love 

the part that we can correlate the underlying principles using mathematical formulas and 

calculations. When students express a "wow!" moment when they understand a concept for the 

first time and keep asking questions, that is the time I feel I have accomplished something. I have 

found such moments many times at UA Rich Mountain.” 

 

 


