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Outstanding Alumni 
 

Arkansas Northeastern College 

Felicia Pierce 

Chief Nursing Officer 

Mississippi County Hospital System 

 

Felicia Pierce received a degree in Office Technology in 2002 and an A.A.S. in Nursing in 2007. 

She went on to earn both a BSN and MSN and was a 2013 finalist for the Arkansas State Board 

of Nursing’s Most Compassionate Nurse Award. She is the Chief Nursing Officer for the 

Mississippi County Hospital System and serves on the ANC Nursing and Paramedic Advisory 

Council Board. She serves on her local Chamber of Commerce board and is a member of the 

First Baptist Church of Wilson. She is married to Tim, and they have four children and one 

grandchild. 

 

Arkansas State University Beebe 

John P. Hayes 

Local Agent (Retired)  

Shelter Insurance  

 

John Hayes has spent 37 years serving Beebe as a Shelter Insurance agent. Since graduating from 

ASU Beebe in 1975, he has been recognized with awards for his achievements and community 

service. He says, “It’s the relationship with people that are most important.” Hayes has also 

served on the Beebe Chamber of Commerce, Beebe City Council, ASU-Beebe Development 

Council, and the Beebe Education Scholarship Board. Additionally, he is a 64-year member of 

First United Methodist Church, a 17-year member of the Beebe Water Commission, a 20-year 

volunteer fireman, and a 10-year member of the Centennial Bank Board. 

 

Arkansas State University Mid-South 

Andy Tacito 

Owner 

Lifeline EMS 

 

Born in Parkin and a resident of West Memphis for more than 30 years, Andy Tacito credits the 

College when he talks about being a self-made man. Tacito attended in 1993 and earned his 

Emergency Medical Technician certification. Andy is the embodiment of paying it forward. 

Because of the EMT training he received at Mid-South, he was able not only to become an EMT, 

but he also was able buy his own ambulance and start his own business. Through his donation of 

an ambulance and stretcher, future generations of ASU Mid-South Allied Health and EMT 

students can realize their dreams. 
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Arkansas State University Mountain Home 

Sarah Shedenhelm 

Owner, Veterinarian  

Baxter County Animal Clinic 

 

Dr. Sarah Shedenhelm is a Baxter County native who attended Cotter Schools from kindergarten 

through graduation.  She then attended both ASU Mountain Home, where she received an 

Associate of Arts degree, and ASU Jonesboro as an animal science major.  After receiving her 

Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from Louisiana State University, she and her husband, 

Brian,moved back to Mountain Home to plant their roots.  With her husband, Sarah owns Baxter 

County Animal Clinic.  When not at the office, Sarah and Brian enjoy playing with their three 

little girls and appreciating country life. 

 

Arkansas State University Newport 

Brent Lassiter 

Owner 

Pro Ag Services 

 

Brent Lassiter graduated from ASU Newport in 1998 with an Associate of Arts degree.  After 

completing his bachelor's degree at A-State, Brent returned to Jackson County where he is a 

proud business owner, loyal member of the community, and dedicated family man.  Brent owns 

ProAg Services - an agricultural consulting service - and operates a family farm.  Brent also 

serves on ASUN's Board of Visitors and is constantly looking for ways to help the school 

achieve its mission.  Brent is a valued member of the Jackson County community as well as an 

outstanding ASUN alum. 

 

Black River Technical College 

Tom Hazelwood 

Plant Manager 

American Railcar Industries, Inc. 

 

Tom Hazelwood is the plant manager for American Railcar Industries, Inc, (ARI) in Paragould.  

Tom graduated with his A.A. from Black River Technical College in Fall 2017 and is completing 

his Bachelors at Arkansas State University. He has worked for ARI since 1985.  He has served as 

the paint shop manager, a railcar repair specialist, continuous quality improvement coordinator, 

and manufacturing manager.  He was promoted to plant manager in February 2019.  Tom is 

married to Sherry, and they have three daughters and several grandchildren.  He is a native of 

Paragould and pastor of Peace Tabernacle Paragould. 
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College of the Ouachitas 

Monica Yarbrough 

Agent  

State Farm Agency 

 

Using the knowledge she received from her Associate Degree in Management from College of 

the Ouachitas, Monica managed the daily operations for State Farm offices in Arkansas and in 

Oklahoma while waiting on an agency opportunity to become available.  Once that opportunity 

presented itself, she used her skills to develop extensive business and marketing plans to 

interview for the agency position she was seeking.  Monica says, “I wouldn’t have had the 

knowledge to do so without the education and guidance I received from COTO.” Today, she is a 

successful businesswoman in her hometown, working for a Fortune 50 company. 

 

East Arkansas Community College 

Dr. Terri Moody 

Director of Nursing  

East Arkansas Community College 

 

Dr. Terri Moody graduated from East Arkansas Community College with an Associate of 

Applied Science in Nursing, obtained a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Baptist College of 

Health Sciences and a Masters in Nursing from ASU-Jonesboro, and earned a Doctor of Nursing 

Practice from UAMS.  As an Advanced Practice Nurse, she gained a strong interest in 

erontology and health promotion. She practiced nursing for 19 years and now serves as EACC’s 

Director of Nursing. Dr. Moody is a member of Delta Sigma Theta and is active in her church 

and other organizations that promote healthy lifestyles through health education. 

 

National Park College 

Kristy Carter 

Director of Marketing  

University of Central Arkansas  

 

Kristy is a 2000 graduate of National Park College.  She received a Bachelor of Science in 

Business Education from Henderson State University in 2003, a Master of Arts in Higher 

Education Administration from UALR in 2006. She is completing a PhD in Leadership Studies 

at UCA.  She serves as Director of Marketing for UCA’s Division of Outreach and Community 

Engagement.  Kristy is an active member of her community with organizations around the state 

including the Conway Chamber of Commerce, American Association of University Women, 

Women Entrepreneurs of Arkansas, Conway Adult Education WAGE Council Member, and 

Conway 2025 Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 Outstanding Alumni & Academic All-Stars 
 

4 
 

North Arkansas College 

Paul Harp 

Senior Manager  

Operations Procurement, FedEx 

 

A native of Jasper, Paul Harp attended Northark and earned a bachelor’s degree through a 

partnership with John Brown University.  He transferred to the Walton College of Business, 

earning an MBA.  Now, Paul is Senior Manager of Operations Procurement for FedEx.  He has 

global responsibilities managing $12B in annual spending.  Paul’s job has taken him to China, 

Russia, Japan, Korea, and Dubai, just to name a few.   Paul is also an adjunct professor at 

Northark and says none of this would have been possible without Northark and university 

partnerships.  Northark is proud to salute Paul as an epic success story. 

 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Luis Martinez 

Real Estate Agent  

Jose Esparza & Assoc with RE/MAX Real Estate Results 

 

Luis's passion to serve the North West Arkansas community is reflected in his philanthropy. In 

2015, Luis started a scholarship program by raising money from every transaction closed by the 

team of Jose Esparza and Associates. Since then, they have raised over $25,000 and awarded 19 

scholarships to the U of A, NorthWest Arkansas Community College, and Northwest Technical 

Institute students. Last year, he brought the first chapter of the National Association of Hispanic 

Real Estate Professionals to Arkansas and currently serves as the board president. In 2018, Luis 

helped to establish organization for local entrepreneurs called Expansion NWArk. 

 

Ozarka College 

Joey Cooper 

Vice President of the Highland Office  

Evolve Bank & Trust 

 

Joey attended Ozarka College and graduated in 2001, earning his Associate of Arts in General 

Education. He then transferred to Christian Brothers University and began a career in banking 

upon graduation. Joey is currently the Vice President of the Highland Office at Evolve Bank & 

Trust. He currently serves on the Ozarka College Foundation Board and is an active member of 

his community and the region. Joey is committed to the College and our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 Outstanding Alumni & Academic All-Stars 
 

5 
 

Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas 

Karen Hopper 

Administrator  

Arkansas Department of Health/Phillips County Health Unit 

 

Karen Hopper credits PCCUA for laying the foundation for a rewarding nursing career. 

Graduating in 1982, she has dedicated 37 years to Phillips County. Her diligent work as the 

Phillips County Health Unit Administrator has gained her special recognition as Administrator of 

the Year/Arkansas Southeast Region in 2018 and Administrator of the Year/State of Arkansas in 

2019. Hopper has served as a mentor to nurses and nursing students and represents a true public 

health nurse and public servant. She also volunteers for the Phillips County Opioids Awareness 

& Prevention Initiative and advisory boards for autism and UAMS East. 

 

South Arkansas Community College 

Veronica Smith-Creer 

Mayor 

City of El Dorado 

 

Veronica Smith-Creer is a life-long resident of El Dorado and a 1995 Associate of Arts graduate 

of South Arkansas Community College where she later served in many capacities on the Board 

of Trustees during her twelve year appointment, including that of the Vice-Chair, before 

becoming mayor. Elected in November 2018, Mayor Smith-Creer is the first woman and African 

American to serve as El Dorado’s mayor. She continues to be a strong advocate for SouthArk 

and for the city through her leadership and community involvement in numerous boards, 

committees, and events. 

 

Southeast Arkansas College 

Eric Lunsford 

White Hall High School Counselor  

White Hall School District 

 

We celebrate our homegrown alum, Mr. Eric Lunsford, who grew up in White Hall. He 

graduated from Southeast Arkansas College with an AA in Teaching in 2008, from UAPB with a 

BS in Education, and from UALR with an ME in Counselor Education. In addition to his career 

as teacher and then counselor, he teaches as an adjunct instructor for SEARK and is a U8 Soccer 

Coach. Eric is a tremendous asset to the Jefferson County community. He and his wife, Heather, 

have three children, Brandt (7) and twins, Brooks and Bree (1). 
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Southern Arkansas University Tech 

Greg Cockman 

President 

Cromwell Architects Engineers 

 

Greg Cockman is a life-long resident of Little Rock and a 1989 graduate of the University of 

Arkansas with a Bachelors of Architecture. He  graduated Southern Arkansas University Tech 

with an Associates in Architectural Applied Science. He began working in 1989 as an intern 

architect with Cromwell and now serves as president of the firm. He has an extensive resume as 

an architect and a project manager. He is also a graduate of Leadership Arkansas. Greg is 

married with two children. His hobbies include just about any kind of sport, but he mainly enjoys 

playing golf. 

 

 

University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville 

Ronnie Hughes, Jr. 

Staff Accountant,  

The Citizens Bank 

 

Mr. Hughes holds an Associate of Applied Science with a focus on accounting from the 

University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville and a Bachelors of Business 

Administration with a focus on accounting from UCA. He is currently enrolled in a Master of 

Science in accounting program at Texas A & M - Texarkana and plans to graduate in May.  He is 

currently employed as a staff accountant at The Citizens Bank in Batesville.  Of his time at 

UACCB he says, “I would like to thank UACCB for giving me the opportunity to become 

involved around campus.” 

 

University of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton 

Demetrious Jordan 

Teller  

First Secruity Bank, Conway 

Demetrious Jordan was the top male student in high school at West Helena. He hoped to attend 

college, but while working two jobs, he survived a serious wreck that left him injured and broke. 

After a time of homelessness, he was accepted to a shelter in Conway. Then, he enrolled at 

UACCM and began college as a homeless student. He graduated with honors.  He transferred to 

UCA. He graduated Magna Cum Laude. Jordan now works at First Security Bank in Conway 

and enjoys giving motivational talks to youth. He is applying to graduate school and plans to 

study social work. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 Outstanding Alumni & Academic All-Stars 
 

7 
 

University of Arkansas Cossatot 

Shawna Stinnett 

Financial Aid Analyst 

UA Cossatot 

 

Shawna Stinnett completed her Associate of Arts before her Bachelor of Science in Education at 

the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Shawna is a UA Cossatot employee, and over eleven 

years, she’s held many roles on campus. She currently serves as a Financial Aid Analyst. Shawna 

enjoys her role because it is a challenge. Shawna stated, “I am honored to be a graduate of UAC 

and am thankful how UAC has impacted my life for the good. I’m proud to be an alumni and 

employee of UAC because we offer people like me a chance to grow and succeed.” 

 

University of Arkansas Hope/Texarkana 

Maurice Henry 

Director of Facilities and Transportation  

Hope Public School District 

 

Maurice Henry graduated in 1982 from then Red River Vocational Technical School. He has 

been employed at the Hope Public School District since 1982 where he now serves as Director of 

Facilities and Transportation. He has been a pillar of the district working under seven different 

superintendents. He has served as president of the Arkansas School Plant Managers Association 

and president of the National School Plant Managers. He holds an Arkansas State Facilities 

Director Certification, served as Vice Chairman of the Arkansas Public Employee Retirement 

System for ten years, and is a member of the State Fire License Protection Board. 

 

University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College 

Jeffery Williams 

Co-Owner & Manager  

Soul Fish Cafe 

 

Jeffery Williams graduated from UA-Pulaski Tech in 2011 with an Associate of Science in 

Liberal Arts and Science.  After graduation, he opened Soul Fish Café, which has become one of 

Arkansas’s best seafood restaurants.  The true soul of the restaurant comes from Jeffery and the 

work he contributes around Little Rock. He believes in second chances and is one of a handful of 

business owners in Little Rock that employs homeless individuals and convicted felons.  Jeffery 

is a regular guest on KATV's Good Morning Arkansas cooking segment and enjoys sharing his 

passion for cooking with a state-wide audience. 
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University of Arkansas Rich Mountain 

Paula Jones 

Senior Manager 

Walmart US Finance Corporate Headquarters 

 

While in high school, Paula attended, and later graduated from, UA Rich Mountain with an 

Associates in General Technology. After graduating from Harding University with a Bachelors 

in Accounting and Management Information Systems, she started her career at Walmart in 2012 

as a summer intern. She completed the leadership program in 2015 and was promoted into 

Corporate Strategy where she supported Executive Leadership. In 2017, Paula was promoted to 

Senior Manager in Corporate Finance where she helped lead the development of large-scale 

enterprise planning. 
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Academic All-Stars 
 

Arkansas Northeastern College 

McKinley Carr 

 

McKinley Carr of Armorel holds a 4.0 cumulative grade point average while being an active 

member in the community. She volunteers with the children’s ministry at her church where she 

mentors younger kids. Her instructors at ANC have noted that she is very academically 

motivated and works well with other students in study groups, often helping them learn material. 

McKinley plans to continue her studies in communication sciences and disorders. 

 

Arkansas State University Beebe 

Matthew Sparks 

 

Matthew Sparks is president of the Student Government Association at ASU Beebe. Last year, 

he served as a Leadership Scholar, SGA vice-president, group leader for new student orientation 

and the Student Leadership Experience, as well as several student and institutional committees. 

Additionally, he coordinated marketing and promotions for student activities on campus and 

contributed to the development of the campus food pantry. Last spring, Matt was awarded the 

Outstanding First-Year Student Award. Matt plans to transfer to the University of Arkansas and 

pursue a Bachelors of Mechanical Engineering with an emphasis in aerospace. 

 

Arkansas State University Mid-South 

Jennifer Little 

 

Jennifer Little is an outstanding student pursuing a degree in Elementary Education.  She  is a 

wife, mother, full-time student, and full-time employee.  Jennifer does not miss class, excels in 

her coursework, contributes in class, and strives for perfection. She is on track to graduate in 

May 2020. 

 

Arkansas State University Mountain Home 

Lauren Malte 

 

Lauren is earning an Associate of Arts degree, and she plans to transfer to the University of 

Arkansas in Fayetteville to complete a four year degree. Her ultimate goal is medical school. She 

is interested in the field of public health and infectious disease.  At ASUMH, Lauren is part of 

the journalism club, Phi Theta Kappa, and the Fran Coulter Honors Program.  She also works as 

a nursing assistant at Baxter Regional Medical Center and has volunteered for the Schliemann 

Center for Women’s Health Education.  
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Arkansas State University Newport 

Kayla Slinkard 

 

Kayla Slinkard is a wonderful addition to the ASU Newport family as both a student and an 

employee.  Kayla’s teachers have been impressed by her character, her love of learning, and her 

passion for continuing her education.  Not only does Kayla bring a positive spirit to the 

classroom, but she shows her school spirit by participating in events outside the classroom as 

well.  Kayla also works part-time on campus, and her coworkers compliment her professional 

attitude, organization, and enthusiasm.  All of her teachers and coworkers agree that Kayla is a 

joy to have on campus. 

 

Black River Technical College 

Healther Claude 

 

Heather Claude, a resident of Paragould, Arkansas, has been a Black River Technical College 

student since 2018. She is an active member of the Student Activities Board and the Student 

Government Association. Heather has been on the President's List every semester at BRTC and 

is currently a student worker in the Enrollment Management Office.  She is a single parent, a 

business owner, and a positive role model for young dancers. Heather plans on a career in 

Elementary Education. 

 

College of the Ouachitas 

Casey Manning 

 

Casey Manning is an exemplary student, TRiO participant, peer tutor, and Phi Theta Kappa 

member. As a dislocated worker, he realized the benefits of obtaining a college education and 

returned to school.  His experience as a supervisor made him a fitting person to help other 

students. Casey has received a TRiO Service Award and two TRiO Academic Achievement 

Awards. He was on the Dean’s list in Spring and Fall of  2018 and the President’s List in Spring 

2019.  He will complete his associate’s degree in December and plans to pursue a Bachelors of 

Education and eventually a master’s degree. 

 

East Arkansas Community College 

Dakota Bridges 

 

Dakota Bridges is a promising and diligent student. Her willingness to learn, discipline to work, 

and desire to achieve contribute to her excellence as a student. She exhibits a caring attitude with 

a strong sense of values and commitment, and she displays a bright, positive demeanor. In 

addition, Dakota completed many college classes as a concurrent student before graduating high 

school. She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and volunteers in organizing various fundraisers 

and projects in her community.  After graduating, she plans to continue her education to pursue 

her dream of becoming an anesthesiologist. 
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National Park College 

Harris Felton 

Harris Felton is a full-time student, member of Phi Theta Kappa, and Student Government 

President. Harris also serves on the NPC Strategic Planning Committee. His ultimate goal is to 

transfer to ATU and major in Engineering. Harris said, “I chose to come to NPC for several 

reasons.  First…was the fact that my brother and sister both graduated from here and highly 

recommended it.  They enjoyed the emphasis on learning, as well as the kindness and warmth of 

the teachers. I have found that my siblings were right – the instructors here are caring and helpful 

and want you to succeed.” 

North Arkansas College 

Roslynn Haley 

A cancer diagnosis three years ago prompted Roslynn Haley to move to Arkansas and finish 

college.  Now cancer free, Rosylnn graduates next May and will transfer to UAMS.  She has a 

4.0 GPA and has served as a tutor and worked as a secretary in Student Support Services.  Her 

volunteer efforts benefit the Christian Ophthalmic Surgery Expedition Network, Boone County 

Senior Center, and Mary Mother of God Catholic Church. Roslynn ultimately wants to work as a 

Physician’s Assistant.  Northark salutes Rosylnn for her success and is proud she is our All-Star. 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Tiffany McCloskey

Tiffany McCloskey is a non-traditional student at NorthWest Arkansas Community College. She 
will earn her Associates in General Studies this Fall and plans to transfer to Arkansas State 
University to earn a degree in Business Marketing or similar field. Tiffany hopes to work for a 
growing global company or organization that has strong ethics, supports social justice, and 
makes a positive impact in their local community and the world. She has received many awards/
recognitions – some of which are: NWACC Golden Eagle Award, NWACC Dean’s List, and 
she was named the Red Cross Rookie of the Year for 2016. Tiffany is an active member of Beta 
Kappa Psi and is the founder and president of the Non-Traditional Student Organization at 
NWACC. Tiffany has volunteered with the Red Cross, Bentonville Film Festival, Samaritan 
Community Center, and participates in local high school mentoring. 

Ozarka College 

Mackenzie Anderson 

Mackenzie Anderson is a gifted scholar and exceptional student leader who takes pride in being 

active in her community and her college.  Mackenzie has earned a 4.0 GPA and is expected to 

complete her Associate of Arts in General Education in May 2020.  Upon completion of her 

degree, Mackenzie plans to attend the University of Central Arkansas. Mackenzie’s future goals 

include pursuing a Doctorate of Physical Therapy followed by a successful career in that field.  

Mackenzie is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and serves as an Ozarka College Student 

Ambassador. 
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Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas 

Mattison Davis 

Mattison Davis says PCCUA has positively impacted his journey to becoming a Physical 

Therapist. He credits his A&P instructor, Dr. Tarsha Smith, with teaching him how to engage 

and be prepared for challenging coursework. A general education major, Davis’ plans include 

transferring to the University of Arkansas to complete his bachelor’s degree in exercise science, 

applying to the UAMS Doctor of Physical Therapy Program, and returning to practice physical 

therapy in the Delta. He has been named to the Dean’s List, inducted into Phi Theta Kappa honor 

society, and demonstrates leadership in community involvement and volunteerism. 

South Arkansas Community College 

Elizabeth French 

Elizabeth French is a sophomore pursuing an Associates of Criminal Justice Administration. She 

plans to obtain a bachelor’s degree after transferring to a university next fall.  Elizabeth is 

heavily involved with the youth in her community and loves volunteering as a mentor to at-risk 

youth.  She participates in various campus activities in pursuit of her academic success. 

Southeast Arkansas College 

Brandi Nicole Herring 

Brandi Herring caught the attention of her English Composition instructor as an exceptionally 

devoted, conscientious student. In preparing her research paper on potential barriers to success in 

her chosen field of study, Early Childhood Education, Brandi did extensive research on how a 

chronic health condition she has might affect her career in working with young children.  

According to Ms. Teel, "Brandi developed a very impressive, well-reasoned plan for how to 

make the necessary accommodations to prevent the condition from hindering her success." 

Brandi is a single mom to her son, Karson, born in July. 

Southern Arkansas University Tech 

Halle Reagan Posey 

Halle is an 18-year-old student who graduated from Camden Harmony Grove High School. She 

is currently a sophomore and is very active on campus. She is a Student Ambassador, a Tech 

Scholar, and a cheerleader. She participates in many other campus events, like Preview Day, 

Rocket Day, and more. She says she chose SAU Tech "because they treat you like one of their 

own, and they are close to home." After graduating from SAU Tech, Halle will be attending 

Ouachita Baptist University and plans to major in Business Administration. 
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University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville 

Elizabeth Ivy 

 

Elizabeth Ivy is pursuing her Associate of Applied Science in Nursing and plans to gain 

experience on a medical surgical unit and as a hospice nurse.  She plans to continue her 

education at the University of Arkansas earning a Bachelors of Science in Nursing.  Ms. Ivy 

received the UACCB Student Leadership Award for 2018-2019 and is a member of Phi Theta 

Kappa Honor Society.  She volunteered as the simulation operations technician and the Nursing 

and Allied Health office support during the 2019 summer.  She also served as a tutor for TRiO. 

 

University of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton 

Sarah Fulmer 

 

Sarah Fulmer has a nearly perfect academic record and represented her campus by delivering the 

Most Distinguished Extemporaneous Speech at Phi Theta Kappa’s regional convention. 

However, she’s more than just an excellent student.  She is also an excellent member of her 

community.  Her long-range goals are to receive a Doctorate of Political Science and to be a 

professor, but she also wants to use her degree to “help students be better citizens, leaders, and 

members of the global community.”  She wants to teach students “about the important role 

history plays in the modern world.” 

 

University of Arkansas Cossatot 

Keely Butler 

 

Keely Butler is an exceptional, highly motivated, dedicated student with the attitude and 

compassion for the healthcare profession. Keely will complete her RN degree in December and 

then plans to pursue her BSN. She is currently an LPN at King Medical Clinic in Ashdown, 

volunteers with Alpha and Omega Kids, and attends Central Baptist Church. She serves  on the 

UA Cossatot Young Alumni Board.  Keely said, “I cannot thank Cossatot enough for the great 

education and all the amazing opportunities it has provided me!” 

 

University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana 

Kalesha Parrish 

 

Kalesha Parrish has made the Chancellor’s Honor Roll, was named the 2019 TRiO Hall of Fame 

Award recipient, and served as Senator-at-Large in the Student Government Association and as 

treasurer of TRiO Student Support Services. She has volunteered at the homeless shelter of 

Texarkana, the Salvation Army, and at UAHT. She serves as the secretary and as a Sunday 

school teacher at her church. She is pursuing an Associate of Arts degree. She plans to transfer to 

Southern Arkansas University to attain a Bachelors of Business Administration with a major in 

accounting and become a state or federal auditor. 
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University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College 

Stefan Specht 

 

Stefan Specht is pursuing an Associate of Science in Liberal Arts and Science.  After completing 

his degree at UA-PTC, he plans to obtain a Bachelor of Science in Information Science and work 

in the areas of artificial intelligence development and data forensics. In his free time, he 

advocates for kids in foster care through Immerse Arkansas and recently participated in the 

Congressional Caucus on Foster Care’s annual Shadow Day in Washington D.C.  Through his 

voice, Stefan is helping kids in foster care. 

 

University of Arkansas Rich Mountain 

Marlenne Mendez 

 

Marlenne Mendez is a student who is driven inside the classroom and out. She will graduate in 

May 2020 with an AA degree and pursue a Bachelors of Science in Education. Marlenne’s 

passion is to profoundly impact the lives of future generations through education as well as 

contribute to the community in a meaningful way. Marlenne is an all-star in every sense of the 

word – she was a member of the Buck’s  inaugural women’s cross-country team and was named 

as a Scholar Athlete by the NJCAA Coaches’ Association for her success on the course and in 

the classroom. 

 


