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Arkansas Northeastern College 

McKinley Carr 

 

McKinley Carr of Armorel holds a 4.0 cumulative grade point average while being an active 

member in the community. She volunteers with the children’s ministry at her church where she 

mentors younger kids. Her instructors at ANC have noted that she is very academically 

motivated and works well with other students in study groups, often helping them learn material. 

McKinley plans to continue her studies in communication sciences and disorders. 

 

Arkansas State University Beebe 

Matthew Sparks 

 

Matthew Sparks is president of the Student Government Association at ASU Beebe. Last year, 

he served as a Leadership Scholar, SGA vice-president, group leader for new student orientation 

and the Student Leadership Experience, as well as several student and institutional committees. 

Additionally, he coordinated marketing and promotions for student activities on campus and 

contributed to the development of the campus food pantry. Last spring, Matt was awarded the 

Outstanding First-Year Student Award. Matt plans to transfer to the University of Arkansas and 

pursue a Bachelors of Mechanical Engineering with an emphasis in aerospace. 

 

Arkansas State University Mid-South 

Jennifer Little 

 

Jennifer Little is an outstanding student pursuing a degree in Elementary Education.  She  is a 

wife, mother, full-time student, and full-time employee.  Jennifer does not miss class, excels in 

her coursework, contributes in class, and strives for perfection. She is on track to graduate in 

May 2020. 

 

Arkansas State University Mountain Home 

Lauren Malte 

 

Lauren is earning an Associate of Arts degree, and she plans to transfer to the University of 

Arkansas in Fayetteville to complete a four year degree. Her ultimate goal is medical school. She 

is interested in the field of public health and infectious disease.  At ASUMH, Lauren is part of 

the journalism club, Phi Theta Kappa, and the Fran Coulter Honors Program.  She also works as 

a nursing assistant at Baxter Regional Medical Center and has volunteered for the Schliemann 

Center for Women’s Health Education.  
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Arkansas State University Newport 

Kayla Slinkard 

 

Kayla Slinkard is a wonderful addition to the ASU Newport family as both a student and an 

employee.  Kayla’s teachers have been impressed by her character, her love of learning, and her 

passion for continuing her education.  Not only does Kayla bring a positive spirit to the 

classroom, but she shows her school spirit by participating in events outside the classroom as 

well.  Kayla also works part-time on campus, and her coworkers compliment her professional 

attitude, organization, and enthusiasm.  All of her teachers and coworkers agree that Kayla is a 

joy to have on campus. 

 

Black River Technical College 

Healther Claude 

 

Heather Claude, a resident of Paragould, Arkansas, has been a Black River Technical College 

student since 2018. She is an active member of the Student Activities Board and the Student 

Government Association. Heather has been on the President's List every semester at BRTC and 

is currently a student worker in the Enrollment Management Office.  She is a single parent, a 

business owner, and a positive role model for young dancers. Heather plans on a career in 

Elementary Education. 

 

College of the Ouachitas 

Casey Manning 

 

Casey Manning is an exemplary student, TRiO participant, peer tutor, and Phi Theta Kappa 

member. As a dislocated worker, he realized the benefits of obtaining a college education and 

returned to school.  His experience as a supervisor made him a fitting person to help other 

students. Casey has received a TRiO Service Award and two TRiO Academic Achievement 

Awards. He was on the Dean’s list in Spring and Fall of  2018 and the President’s List in Spring 

2019.  He will complete his associate’s degree in December and plans to pursue a Bachelors of 

Education and eventually a master’s degree. 

 

East Arkansas Community College 

Dakota Bridges 

 

Dakota Bridges is a promising and diligent student. Her willingness to learn, discipline to work, 

and desire to achieve contribute to her excellence as a student. She exhibits a caring attitude with 

a strong sense of values and commitment, and she displays a bright, positive demeanor. In 

addition, Dakota completed many college classes as a concurrent student before graduating high 

school. She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and volunteers in organizing various fundraisers 

and projects in her community.  After graduating, she plans to continue her education to pursue 

her dream of becoming an anesthesiologist. 
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National Park College 

Harris Felton 

 

Harris Felton is a full-time student, member of Phi Theta Kappa, and Student Government 

President. Harris also serves on the NPC Strategic Planning Committee. His ultimate goal is to 

transfer to ATU and major in Engineering. Harris said, “I chose to come to NPC for several 

reasons.  First…was the fact that my brother and sister both graduated from here and highly 

recommended it.  They enjoyed the emphasis on learning, as well as the kindness and warmth of 

the teachers. I have found that my siblings were right – the instructors here are caring and helpful 

and want you to succeed.” 

 

North Arkansas College 

Roslynn Haley 

 

A cancer diagnosis three years ago prompted Roslynn Haley to move to Arkansas and finish 

college.  Now cancer free, Rosylnn graduates next May and will transfer to UAMS.  She has a 

4.0 GPA and has served as a tutor and worked as a secretary in Student Support Services.  Her 

volunteer efforts benefit the Christian Ophthalmic Surgery Expedition Network, Boone County 

Senior Center, and Mary Mother of God Catholic Church. Roslynn ultimately wants to work as a 

Physician’s Assistant.  Northark salutes Rosylnn for her success and is proud she is our All-Star. 

 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Jacob Cruz-Garcia 

 

After Jacob completes his Associate of Science, he plans to complete his bachelor’s degree at the 

University of Arkansas. From there he plans to attend the Harvard Kennedy School of 

Government in order to pursue a Masters of Public Administration and possibly go on to law 

school.  Jacob has devoted his life to becoming a public servant. With an MPA, he plans on 

writing bills that focus on helping the disadvantaged, modernizing current law, and pushing for 

criminal justice reform. Jacob was an early high school graduate of Rogers Heritage High School 

and has received numerous awards. 

 

Ozarka College 

Mackenzie Anderson 

 

Mackenzie Anderson is a gifted scholar and exceptional student leader who takes pride in being 

active in her community and her college.  Mackenzie has earned a 4.0 GPA and is expected to 

complete her Associate of Arts in General Education in May 2020.  Upon completion of her 

degree, Mackenzie plans to attend the University of Central Arkansas. Mackenzie’s future goals 

include pursuing a Doctorate of Physical Therapy followed by a successful career in that field.  

Mackenzie is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and serves as an Ozarka College Student 

Ambassador. 
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Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas 

Mattison Davis 

 

Mattison Davis says PCCUA has positively impacted his journey to becoming a Physical 

Therapist. He credits his A&P instructor, Dr. Tarsha Smith, with teaching him how to engage 

and be prepared for challenging coursework. A general education major, Davis’ plans include 

transferring to the University of Arkansas to complete his bachelor’s degree in exercise science, 

applying to the UAMS Doctor of Physical Therapy Program, and returning to practice physical 

therapy in the Delta. He has been named to the Dean’s List, inducted into Phi Theta Kappa honor 

society, and demonstrates leadership in community involvement and volunteerism. 

 

South Arkansas Community College 

Elizabeth French 

 

Elizabeth French is a sophomore pursuing an Associates of Criminal Justice Administration. She 

plans to obtain a bachelor’s degree after transferring to a university next fall.  Elizabeth is 

heavily involved with the youth in her community and loves volunteering as a mentor to at-risk 

youth.  She participates in various campus activities in pursuit of her academic success. 

 

Southeast Arkansas College 

Brandi Nicole Herring 

 

Brandi Herring caught the attention of her English Composition instructor as an exceptionally 

devoted, conscientious student. In preparing her research paper on potential barriers to success in 

her chosen field of study, Early Childhood Education, Brandi did extensive research on how a 

chronic health condition she has might affect her career in working with young children.  

According to Ms. Teel, "Brandi developed a very impressive, well-reasoned plan for how to 

make the necessary accommodations to prevent the condition from hindering her success." 

Brandi is a single mom to her son, Karson, born in July. 

 

 

Southern Arkansas University Tech 

Halle Reagan Posey 

 

Halle is an 18-year-old student who graduated from Camden Harmony Grove High School. She 

is currently a sophomore and is very active on campus. She is a Student Ambassador, a Tech 

Scholar, and a cheerleader. She participates in many other campus events, like Preview Day, 

Rocket Day, and more. She says she chose SAU Tech "because they treat you like one of their 

own, and they are close to home." After graduating from SAU Tech, Halle will be attending 

Ouachita Baptist University and plans to major in Business Administration. 
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University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville 

Elizabeth Ivy 

 

Elizabeth Ivy is pursuing her Associate of Applied Science in Nursing and plans to gain 

experience on a medical surgical unit and as a hospice nurse.  She plans to continue her 

education at the University of Arkansas earning a Bachelors of Science in Nursing.  Ms. Ivy 

received the UACCB Student Leadership Award for 2018-2019 and is a member of Phi Theta 

Kappa Honor Society.  She volunteered as the simulation operations technician and the Nursing 

and Allied Health office support during the 2019 summer.  She also served as a tutor for TRiO. 

 

University of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton 

Sarah Fulmer 

 

Sarah Fulmer has a nearly perfect academic record and represented her campus by delivering the 

Most Distinguished Extemporaneous Speech at Phi Theta Kappa’s regional convention. 

However, she’s more than just an excellent student.  She is also an excellent member of her 

community.  Her long-range goals are to receive a Doctorate of Political Science and to be a 

professor, but she also wants to use her degree to “help students be better citizens, leaders, and 

members of the global community.”  She wants to teach students “about the important role 

history plays in the modern world.” 

 

University of Arkansas Cossatot 

Keely Butler 

 

Keely Butler is an exceptional, highly motivated, dedicated student with the attitude and 

compassion for the healthcare profession. Keely will complete her RN degree in December and 

then plans to pursue her BSN. She is currently an LPN at King Medical Clinic in Ashdown, 

volunteers with Alpha and Omega Kids, and attends Central Baptist Church. She serves  on the 

UA Cossatot Young Alumni Board.  Keely said, “I cannot thank Cossatot enough for the great 

education and all the amazing opportunities it has provided me!” 

 

University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana 

Kalesha Parrish 

 

Kalesha Parrish has made the Chancellor’s Honor Roll, was named the 2019 TRiO Hall of Fame 

Award recipient, and served as Senator-at-Large in the Student Government Association and as 

treasurer of TRiO Student Support Services. She has volunteered at the homeless shelter of 

Texarkana, the Salvation Army, and at UAHT. She serves as the secretary and as a Sunday 

school teacher at her church. She is pursuing an Associate of Arts degree. She plans to transfer to 

Southern Arkansas University to attain a Bachelors of Business Administration with a major in 

accounting and become a state or federal auditor. 
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University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College 

Stefan Specht 

 

Stefan Specht is pursuing an Associate of Science in Liberal Arts and Science.  After completing 

his degree at UA-PTC, he plans to obtain a Bachelor of Science in Information Science and work 

in the areas of artificial intelligence development and data forensics. In his free time, he 

advocates for kids in foster care through Immerse Arkansas and recently participated in the 

Congressional Caucus on Foster Care’s annual Shadow Day in Washington D.C.  Through his 

voice, Stefan is helping kids in foster care. 

 

University of Arkansas Rich Mountain 

Marlenne Mendez 

 

Marlenne Mendez is a student who is driven inside the classroom and out. She will graduate in 

May 2020 with an AA degree and pursue a Bachelors of Science in Education. Marlenne’s 

passion is to profoundly impact the lives of future generations through education as well as 

contribute to the community in a meaningful way. Marlenne is an all-star in every sense of the 

word – she was a member of the Buck’s  inaugural women’s cross-country team and was named 

as a Scholar Athlete by the NJCAA Coaches’ Association for her success on the course and in 

the classroom. 

 

 

 


