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Arkansas Northeastern College 

Ryan Perkins 

Assistant Professor and Coordinator of Education 

2013 to Present 

 

Ryan Perkins, an assistant professor and Coordinator of Education, has worked at Arkansas 

Northeastern College since 2013. In his role as Education Coordinator, Perkins has worked to 

ensure all his programs are aligned with other institutions and that all degrees meet state 

requirements. Perkins is well-liked by all faculty, and he works with many of them on various 

collaborations and projects.  He also serves on multiple committees and is involved with the 

College’s Strategic Planning Task Force. Ryan collaborated with others across the college to 

publish a beautiful magazine full of writing and artwork by local elementary students. 

 

Arkansas State University Beebe 

Eddie Supratman 

Assistant Professor of History and Comparative Religion 

2014 to Present 

 

Eddie Supratman has worked as an assistant professor of history and comparative religion at 

ASU-Beebe since 2014.  He has initiated several faculty-facilitated field trips each year in an 

effort to broaden students’ world views. A three-day trip to Dallas has been offered since 2007, 

an eight-day trip to El Salvador has been offered since 2017, and this summer was the first time a 

12-day trip was offered to Taiwan. Students also get to view the global classroom experience 

through Zoom video partnerships with El Salvador, Venezuela, Taiwan, and Punjab. Eddie truly 

reflects ASU-Beebe’s ”More Than The Classroom” approach. 

 

Arkansas State University Mid-South 

April Holland 

English Instructor 

2016 to Present 

 

Spend five minutes with April and listen to her talk about the love she has for her profession and 

for her students, and you will quickly understand that she was born to be a community college 

faculty member. She gives so much of herself – her time, her resources, her love, and her support 

- to her students, but her primary goal is not to be their favorite instructor (although for many of 

them, she is). Her primary goal is to see them succeed in the classroom and beyond. For her, 

teaching is not just a profession; it’s a calling. 
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Arkansas State University Mountain Home 

David Bendler 

Math Instructor 

1992 to Present 

 

Known as one of ASU-Mountain Home's most favorite instructors, David Bendler teaches all 

forms of math from algebra to trigonometry to calculus. A native of Illinois, David served as a 

high school math instructor for more than 20 years before joining the newly-established campus 

faculty of ASUMH in 1992.  He has been involved in numerous committees at ASUMH through 

the years including chairing the college's twenty-fifth anniversary celebration committee with 

two other original TrailBlazers this year.  This is David's second time to be honored as Faculty of 

the Year at ASUMH. 

 

Arkansas State University Newport 

Lori Hutton 

Assistant Professor of English 

2013 to Present 

 

Lori Hutton is completely committed to the success of her students. She goes out of her way to 

ensure students have everything they need to thrive in in school.  Lori has gone so far as to write 

and publish her own textbook to aid students in the learning process.  Lori’s book presents the 

subject matter in a language that students can easily understand.  Her commitment to students 

and the school does not end in the classroom.  She regularly participates in events on campus and 

in the community.  ASU Newport is proud to have Lori as a member of its faculty. 

 

Black River Technical College 

Darenda Kersey 

Coordinator of Concurrent Enrollment/TOPSS 

2007 to 2013; 2015 to present 

 

Darenda began her career at Black River Technical College in 2007 as a business instructor. In 

addition to continuing to teach business courses, she currently serves as Coordinator of 

Concurrent Enrollment and BRTC's TOPSS program. In these roles, she works closely with 

concurrent faculty, high school administrators, and high school students and their parents. 

Darenda is truly an asset to BRTC and is a deserving choice for BRTC's Outstanding Faculty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 Outstanding Faculty 
 

3 
 

College of the Ouachitas 

Dr. Marvin Schultz 

History Professor 

25+ 

 

In his over 25 years at the College, Dr. Marvin Schultz has been a dedicated member of College 

of the Ouachitas and the Malvern community. Along with being an outstanding storyteller who 

brings history alive in the classroom, he has also been responsible for many informative events, 

including several displays along with many speakers from historical societies who provided 

students, faculty, staff, and the community with new historical perspectives on cities and events 

in Arkansas. As he retires this year, the College is grateful for the legacy he has left us and 

wishes him well in the future. 

 

East Arkansas Community College 

Debbie Hill 

Director/Faculty Practical Nursing Program 

2002 to Present 

 

Debbie Hill exhibits meticulous professional skills, communicates effectively, and organizes her 

teaching techniques to supersede what many have come to know as the standard. She stimulates 

her students to be more open-minded and seek new learning experiences. She not only presents 

herself with the highest degree of poise, but her devotion to education is evidenced by the many 

hours she spends formulating her program and ensuring it meets the state requirements. She 

teaches discipline by leading with her own examples and uses any problem she encouters as an 

opportunity to teach students how to handle situations with grace and dignity. 

 

National Park College 

James Montgomery 

Criminal Justice Instructor 

2010 to Present 

 

James is a consummate professional.  One colleague stated, “He is one of the hardest working, 

most thoughtful, and supportive individuals.  If he says, ‘let me know if you need anything,’ he 

truly means it.  He is extraordinarily dedicated not only to his current students, but also former 

students, supporting them in their careers and future educational endeavors.” James has served as 

the Chair of Faculty Senate, Chair of the HLC Criterion 3 team, Title IX Deputy for Students, 

and as the de facto program leader for Criminal Justice. He is also the sponsor of NPC’s first trap 

shooting club. 
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North Arkansas College 

Kim Potts 

Business/IT Professor 

1993 to Present 

 

Kim Potts, Business/IT Professor, has taught at North Arkansas College for 19 years.  Kim says, 

“I love my job. I love giving back to my community.  I love who I work with. We are like 

family. The best part of my job is helping students change their lives. I’m humbled and honored 

to receive the award with so many deserving faculty at Northark.  I will continue to do my part to 

make Northark great.”  Kim is Faculty Senate Chair, co-chair of the Curriculum Committee, and 

serves on many other committees. Her favorite activity is volunteering for student events on 

campus. 

 

NorthWest Arkansas Community College 

Dr. Deirdre Slavic 

Interim Dean, Social and Behavioral Sciences 

2004 to Present 

 

Dr. Slavik joined the faculty of NorthWest Arkansas Community College in 2004, and since that 

time has become one of the most outstanding faculty at the college. Dr. Slavik earned her PhD 

from the University of Arkansas in Experimental Psychology.  She currently serves as the 

Interim Dean for the Division of Social & Behavioral Sciences. She has a heart for our students 

and focuses every day on providing opportunities for her faculty and students to be successful.  

Dr. Slavik is truly an outstanding representative of the faculty and NorthWest Arkansas 

Community College. 

 

Ozarka College 

Brandy Gore 

English Faculty 

2011 to Present 

 

Brandy Gore, currently an English faculty member, began working for Ozarka College in March 

2011 as the Director of Admissions. She then transitioned into the role of developmental 

education instructor before assuming her current position as English instructor. Mrs. Gore has 

also served in various leadership positions in academics, including Faculty Council Chair, 

Director of First Year Experience, and English department assessment lead faculty. 
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Phillips Community College of the University of Arkansas 

Cindy Grove 

Computer Technology Instructor 

1999 to Present 

 

With more than 16 industry certifications and 20 years of experience in information technology, 

Cindy Grove comes highly certified to teach computer technology and is driven to pass on her 

expertise and interest to her students. Grove joined PCCUA in 1999 as a help desk technician, 

and then served as a computer technician and financial aid officer in Stuttgart before moving to 

full-time faculty in 2005. She received her AAS degree from PCCUA, her BS degree from UA-

Monticello, and her M.Ed. from UA-Fayetteville. Among her outside interests are sewing, 

reading, camping, watching British comedies, and making jewelry. 

 

 

South Arkansas Community College 

Dr. Cynthia Meyer 

Director, Occupational Therapy Assistant Program 

2002 to Present 

 

Dr. Cynthia Meyer earned her Doctorate in Occupational Therapy from Eastern Kentucky 

University. She also received an AAS in Occupational Therapy Assistant, BS in Occupational 

Therapy, MS in Rehabilitation Science, and Masters in Higher Education Leadership. As 

Program Director for SouthArk’s OTA Program, she has been a faculty leader in several areas 

including HLC Open Pathway initiatives, strategic planning, professional development, faculty 

mentoring, shared governance committees, and SouthArk leadership initiatives. Dr. Meyer is 

recognized by peers and by administration as a true faculty leader and model for others. 

 

Southeast Arkansas College 

Tonya McBride 

Department Chair of Nursing 

2009 to Present 

 

From student to Nursing Program Chair, Tonya McBride has blazed her path at Southeast 

Arkansas College. After completing her AAS in Nursing, her BSN at UALR, and her MSN at 

University of Phoenix, she began working toward her nurse practitioner degree at Maryville 

University. As a nurse educator, Tonya acts as a mentor to new faculty and spends countless 

hours engaging and acclimating them. She is passionate about education and gives more than 

what is expected. She can be found in the Nursing and Allied Health department on most days 

with a broad smile, positive disposition, and all-around good spirit. 
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Southern Arkansas University Tech 

Phillip Allison 

Arts & Science Faculty 

2015 to Present 

 

A student’s opinion of an instructor holds a lot of weight, and there are are so many great things 

said about Phillips Allison’s dedication, patience, and creativity. He has such a positive attitude 

no matter how he's involved. His sense of humor will brighten any day. He plays a vital role in 

the success of SAU Tech. He has been an asset in the AQIP process and is the chair for the 

Rocket Nation Liftoff Committee. He is very involved with Faculty Senate and many more 

facets of the college. Phillip is more than deserving of this special recognition. 

 

University of Arkansas Community College at Batesville 

Shelly Wooldridge 

Psychology Instructor 

2000 to Present 

 

In the fall of 2000, Shelly Wooldridge was hired as the psychology instructor at UA Community 

College at Batesville. She earned both a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and a Master of Science 

in General Psychology from Pittsburg State University. Inspired by her students at UACCB, 

Shelly decided to continue her own education. In the fall of 2011, she earned a Master of Arts in 

Forensic Psychology from the University of North Dakota. Ms. Wooldridge was also named 

UACCB’s Outstanding Faculty member in 2013. 

 

University of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton 

Terry Cleaver 

Surveying Instructor 

2002 to Present  

 

Terry Cleaver is in his seventeenth year as an instructor of Land Surveying Technology at UA 

Community College at Morrilton.  His background is in private business as he owned and 

operated his own practice in Morrilton, where he still resides.  Terry graduated from Petit Jean 

Vocational Technical School (now UACCM) in surveying and drafting, has a BSE from the 

University of Arkansas, and is a licensed Professional Surveyor. He also currently serves as the 

vice chairman of the Faculty Senate, is president-elect of the Arkansas Society of Professional 

Surveyors, and is the County Surveyor for Conway County. 
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University of Arkansas Cossatot 

Hollie Jones 

Business Faculty 

2016 to Present 

 

Hollie Jones joined UA Cossatot as a full-time faculty member in August 2016, teaching 

accounting and business courses. Hollie goes beyond expectations in working with students to 

ensure learning and success in her courses. She focuses on helping students realize their potential 

and find passion for their chosen career. Outside the classroom, she is active on the accreditation 

team. While working on her MBA, she had the opportunity to study international business 

abroad in Beijing and Shanghai, China. She is currently organizing a study abroad trip to London 

and Paris to provide cultural experiences to UA Cossatot students and staff.  

 

 

University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana 

Ginny Witcher 

Nursing Instructor 

2014 to Present 

 

Ginny is a great example of an Outstanding Faculty member. She gives of her time to help 

students who need extra tutoring or help with nursing content. She is a team player who is 

always willing to do whatever is asked of her to get the job done in the nursing department. 

Ginny is exceptionally knowledgeable in the subject she teaches, and she teaches in a relevant 

way that allows students to learn well. She is an advocate of the nursing program and UA Hope-

Texarkana and always speaks highly of both students and community members. 

 

University of Arkansas Pulaski Technical College 

Kate Earney 

Instructor of English 

2009 to Present 

 

Kate’s colleagues described her as a person of unmatched passion for literature, her students, her 

colleagues, and UA Pulaski Tech. She is a gifted teacher, recruiter, collaborator, and leader. Kate 

can completely capture and keep the attention of a class for the entire class period. Her energy 

never wanes, and students feed off her energy. She is a dedicated, inspiring, driven individual. 
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University of Arkansas Rich Mountain 

Janet VanDeest 

Health Information Systems & Technology Instructor 

2010 to Present 

 

This is Janet’s second time in a row to receive this recognition, which is a testament to the 

dedication she brings to UA Rich Mountain. Janet has worked in the healthcare industry for more 

than 25 years in various capacities. She began with UA Rich Mountain teaching lifelong learning 

and adjunct classes in medical billing and coding in 2010 and became a full-time instructor in 

2015. “Seeing the pride on a student’s face when they succeed and watching the light go on 

when they learn something new,” is what Janet says brings her the greatest joy. 

 

 


